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Medical Diary of the Week.
Monday, May 25.

ST. .MARK’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 9 A.M. and It P.M. 
1ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.--Operations, 10 1/2 A.M.

METROPOLITAN FERN HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 p.M.
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-8 P.M. Dr. Sansom : A letter on a " Case of

Vaccino-Syphilis."-Dr. Dick will exhibit a new form 01 Truss.-By the
President: Sktills and other remains from a very ancient Tumulus
in the Carpathian Mountains. Sent by Major-General Sir Stephen

. Lakeman. - Professor John Clay, of Birmingham, "On Non-.Malignant
Ovarian Tumours"-an Abtract of the Fothergillian Prize Essay for
the present year.

Tuesday, May 26.
ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 9 A.M.
-ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.-Operations, 10 1/2 A.M.
Guy’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 1/2 P.M.
WESTMINST1IB HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 p.M.
NATIONAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL_-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.--3 P.M. Dr. M. Faster,"’ ’n thf, Development of A)iimals."
ETHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.--4 PM. Anniversary.
ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.-8 1/2 P.M. Adiourned debate on

Dr. Broadbent’s paper," Attempt to apply Chemical Principles in expla-
nation of the Action of Remedies."-Dr. Geo. Johnson : " Seven Cases of
Removal of Murbid Growths from the Vocal Cords by aid of the Laryn-
goscope." - And (if time) Mr. Henry Lee: "Results of Diseases of
Arteries."

Wednesday, May 27.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.-Operations, 10 1/2 A.M.
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. BARTHOLOMEw’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 1/2 P.M.
ST. THOMAS’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, It P.M.
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 1/4 P.M.
GBBAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.nt.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL_-Operations, 2 P.M.
LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 p.M.
OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, SOUTHWARK.-Operations, 2 P.M.
HUNTERIAN SOCIETY.-7 P.M. Council Meeting.-8 P.M. Dr. Braxton Hicks,
On the Value of the Uterine Douche in the Puerperal State."

Thursday, May 28.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.--Operations, 10 &frac12; A.M.
CBNTBAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.--Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. GEORGB’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Opera ions, 2 P.M.
WEST LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL ORTHOPEDIC H0SPITAL.-Operations, 3 p.M.
RoYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Prof. Grant, " On Astronomy."

Friday, May 29.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.--Operations, 10&frac12; A.M.
RoYAL FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 &frac12; P.M.
WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC H0SPITAL.-Operationa,1 &frac12; P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-8 PM. Mr. W. E. H. Lecky, "On the Influence of the

Imagination upon History."

Saturday, May 30.
ST. THOMAS’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 9 &frac12; A.M.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.--Operations, 10 &frac12; A.M.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL.-Operations. 2 P.M.
RoYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Prof. Grant, "On Astronomy:----- _ 

To Correspondents.
ADVERTISING QUACKS AND THE BENEFITS OP A VERY CHEAP PRESS.

WE are glad to see that attention has been directed of late to the herd of
quacks which infest our cities and large towns. We think, too, that the
evil influences of those cheap publications which are addressed to the
lowest and coarsest feelings of our nature require to be laid bare. Such

indecent publications as that on the Confessional ought to be stopped.
There can be no doubt whatever that the education of the masses will
never be attained in this way, while their education iu crime and their

sympathy with criminals will be vastly increased. We sadly want a more Ieffective and courageous legislation applied to subjects of a social nature.
It ought to be the object of a Government as much to prevent the spread of ’’,
immorality, and to arrest it at its sources, as to employ police in detecting I
criminals. It requires very little knowledge of humanity or psychology to 
be aware of the fact that much of the cheap sensationl literature of the day
is a source of positive injury; it acts as an incentive to crime, instead of
being an aid to education.
. B. C.-The fee is one guinea per diem bo long as the witness attends at

the assizes.
Sm.PSTrB BATHS IN ITCH . 

To the Fsdator qf THE LANCET.
SIR,-Can any of your readers kindly inform me of the modus operandi of

curing itch by t aths, as to temperature, length of time to keep the patient in
the bath, &e. ? I have a number of cases continually coming into the tramp
wa,d ot the workhouse here, and am anxious to know the most expeditious
method of curing them. Yours,  &c.,

D. RICHARDS,
May ISth, 186S. Medical Officer, Brighton Workhouse. 

’

INFECTIOUS DIHBA6Ha.
IMPEMSBB with a strong sense of the responsibility attaching to the office he
has so recently been chosen to fill, Mr. John Leigh, the medical officer of
health for the city of Manchester, has lost no time in bringing under the
notice of the municipal authorities the sad waste of life from preventable
disease, which he rightly considers it his duty to devise and recommend
means for abating. Manchester has long had an unenviable reputation as
one of the most unhealthy towns in the kingdom; its death-rate during
the last six or seven weeks, for example, has averaged 28 per 1000 per
annum, while rates for the other chief towns and cities in the Registrar-
General’s Return have ranged between 22 and 24 per 1000. A large propor-
tion of the high mortality of Manchester, Mr. Leigh ascribes to the im.
purity of the atmosphere, largely charged as it is with the smoke from the
factory and other chin.neys, one result being that " the normal condition
of the working man of middle age, in Manchester, is bronchitic." Un this

point, however, Mr. Leigh promises a special report, which can hardly fail
to be of great interest and value. But it is with infectious diseases that
his chief concern lies, and fur their abatement he urges that immediate
steps should be taken. Nearly one-sixth of all the deaths in Manchester
are, and have been through a long series of years, caused by infectious dis-
eases, whose spread can only be arrested by isolation which admits of the
destruction of the infection germs. And isolation of the infected sick means
their removal to an hospital; fur, says Mr. Leigh, "taking the houses of
the working classes, wherein every room is necessary for the requirements
of the families occupying them, it is simply impossible that the sufferer
from small-pox, scarlet fever, typhus fever, can be separated from the rest
of the occupants." The disease infects one after another, and is conveyed
to their neighbours and friends in the ordinary exercise of those services
and sympathies which the poor are so ready to offer one to another. The
excessive number of 27,000 deaths in Manchester and Chorlton during the
last seventeen years from five forms of infectious disease-implying, of
course, an indefinitely larger amount of sickness-is only a natural conse-
quence of such a commingling of the healthy and the infected. All the means
available in the city at present for the reception of infectious cases are re-
presented by less than 200 beds in the public institutions for the entire popu.
lati,.n, Mr. Leigh, therefore, urges the provision of largely increased hos.
pital accommodation, to be devoted exclusively to cases of infectious dis-
ease, two-thirds of the beds being appropriated to children, who are the
chief sufferers. He contends that this is an economical necessity; for "the
cost of five years’ mortality alone in Manchester from infectious disease, to
say nothing of the heavy cost of sickness, would suffice to build a magni-
ficent hospital;" and this view of the matter-the costliness of disease-
cannot be too strongly insisted on. Whether there should be one large or
several small hospitals is a matter for subsequent consideration; but Mr.
Leigh recommends that the wards, if not the hospitals, for children should
be separated from those for adults. The removal of the sick to the hos-

, pitals, and the thorough disinfection of the houses whence they are taken,
must inevitably reduce the prevalence of infectious diseases to a minimum;
and, as Mr. Leigh remarks, all classes will benefit, for the fever that is re-

j moved from the house of the poor is driven from the door of the rich. A

’I vast amount of misery and distress will be relieved, and it is not unreason-
i able to anticipate a reduction of the high death-rate of Manchester by a
’, sixth of its present amount.

Pater.-Yes, there are free scholarships at Charing-cross Hospital Medical
School. The particulars may be obtained by application to the Secretary.

R. D.-Yes.
 Mr. Carter’s (Strond) able letter on the Vaccination Act shall appear in our
’ next impression. 

CASSAREEP.CASSAREEP.
To the Editor o/TsB LANCET.

SIR,-In your impression of March 7th, which I received by the last mail,
your correspondent, "Q itorens," asks how cassareep is obtained.

Cassareep is the inspissated juice of the roots of the bitter cassava, and is
made extensively by the Indians (Bucks) of this colony. The roots are grated
on a grater ealled " simarri," made by the Indians of a piece of bark, pierceti
with holes, in which sharp stones are fixed. The "matapi," or cassava
squeezer (.m instrument used by the Indians for expressing the juice from
the cassava-root after it has been grated on the "simarri"), consisting of a
tube, eight or ten feet in length, and about six inches in diameter, with a
loop at each end, is first compressed and shortened as much as possible to
increase its diameter, and is then filled with the grated root, and suspended
from one of the beams of the " banab," or Indian hut. It is then stretched
by a lever passed through the lower loop, to the long end of which a weight
is attached (or, as I have more frequently seen, an Indian woman sits at the
end). By this means the capacity of the " matapi" (which is made of fine
basket-work) is diminished considerably. The juice is thus expressed, and is
caught in vessels placed to receive it.

Cassareep is the basis of the well-known West Indian pepper-pot, on which
the Indians principally live. Its antiseptic powers are very great, and it is
well known that some of the Dutch planters in this colony have, by means of
the addition of a small quantity of cassareep from time to time to varieties
of animal tood, beeu able to keep in daily use the same pepper-pot for years.
Good eassareep that will stand the voyage to England is sold here for about
28. a bottle (the size of a so-called quart beer bottle).

Your obedient servant,
H. C. ]WHITLOCK, M.R.C.S. London.

Georgetown, Demerara, British Guiana, April 23rd, 1868.
P.S.-A threshing instrument was discovered in a vault in Tyre, consisting

of a large flat block or wood, the underside pierced with holes, in which were
inserted a number of flints, projecting about an inch beyond the surface. This
is the threshing instrument mentioned by the Prophet Isaiah, ch. xli., v. 15.
(tilde’s Voyage to Madeira and the East.) It seems to bear, from the de-
scription, some resemblance to the " simarri" or cassava grater of the Indians.


